[Changes in medicine and health care brought by the use of critical paths].
The use of critical paths is rapidly spreading and developing, and drastic changes are occurring in medicine and health care in Japan. Many items, for example, standardization of medicine and health care, shortening of hospital stays, and quality control in medicine and health care have been changed and reformed by the use of critical paths. Critical paths are now strongly recommended as useful tools in good medical and health care management, which will promote best practices in the near future.